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Novelties are localised ‘breaks of the routines’. They reconfigure the hybrid networks wherein they operate.

Much of their development potential lies in building new relations through which ‘tacit knowledge’ can be spread. Networks
‘close’ into steady systems (niches) once actors’ identities have become part of common cognitive frameworks and when the
consequences of their action are largely coincident with their expectations.

Innovation develops through a progressive aggregation and reciprocal adjustment of roles and identities between actors of
different systems. As long as niches develop and consolidate, they modify the networks in which they operate, and challenge
dominant rules, actors and artefacts. When rules have become stable and have more structuring effects, a new regime emerges.
Socio-technical landscapes provide an even stronger structuring of activities.
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