


Context

Agriculture and rural areas are more and
more seen in terms of their multiple func-
tions and new societal demands. The role
of farming previously dedicated mainly
to food production changed with an
increasing recognition of the multifunc-
tionality of agriculture and rural areas.
It seems obvious to expect that farmers
and rural actors adapt themselves to the-
se new conditions, which are innovative
and redefine their job. In many regions
farmers can increase their income basis
as rural entrepreneurs, developing new
services and exploring new markets.
Innovations represent an important poten-
tial to contribute effectively to economical
competitiveness as well as the tackling
of environmental challenges and quality
of life demands. Often, however, there is
a gap between the need for change and
farmers’ willingness to adjust, and the insuf-
ficient capacities of innovation agencies and
advisory services to effectively support
changes. In the IN-SIGHT project we studied
the kind of gaps between present societal
demands, the related farm-level adjust-
ments, and the capacities of innovation
agencies and advisory services. We sketch
out ways and institutional arrangements
that might effectively improve the capa-
cities of innovation agencies and advisory
services.

The IN-SIGHT
project in brief

The IN-SIGHT project studied innovation
processes and systems in Finland, France,
Germany, the Netherlands, Latvia, Italy
and Switzerland. The general objective
of the project was to build a conceptual
framework and knowledge base for
a more effective innovation policy on
innovation in agriculture and rural areas. The
project was organised in four steps:

e Analysis of the existing conceptual
frameworks and theories on innovation

e Appraisal of the status-quo of innovation
systems and processes in seven country
studies

e Empirical in-depth studies in direct marke-
ting, environmental technologies and new
rural services

e Comparative analysis, conclusions and for-
mulation of policy and practice recom-
mendations

The project started December 2006 and will

end November 2008. For more info see:

www.insightproject.net/

The IN-SIGHT project is coordinated by
Karlheinz Knickel, IfLS Frankfurt.
Contact Knickel@em.uni-frankfurt.de.

Objectives
of the conference

e Get a better understanding of innovation
processes based on a systemic multidisci-
plinary analysis and international compa-
rative study

e Discuss possibilities for innovation poli-
cies that more effectively cope with
complex changes in rural areas

e Exchange on how innovations systems
can be better organised at policy level,
institutional level, and the level of agen-
cies and NGO's

Content

e Presentation of the vision of the Com-
mission on innovation in agriculture and
rural areas

e Presentation of the main findings of the
IN-SIGHT project

e |llustration by empirical in-depth studies
in direct marketing, environmental tech-
nologies and new rural services

e Comments from stakeholders of national
innovation systems

e Discussions of the findings and recom-
mendations with conference participants

Target group

e Policy and decision makers from European
countries

e Key actors in innovation agencies and
advisory organisations active in rural areas,
researchers, practitioners and representati-
ves of the Agricultural Knowledge and
Information System

e Representatives of DG Agri, DG Environ-
ment, DG Regio, DG Research and DG
Enterprise

Conference
organization

The expected number of participants is
40-50. Attendance to the seminar is free of
charge. A buffet lunch will be provided to all
participants. Participants are responsible for
their own travel and accomodation.

Registration
Contact david.bourdin@agridea.ch

Meeting venue
European Commission, Brussels




